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Bruce D. Schirmer, M.D.

A M E S S A G E F R O M T H E
F O U N D A T I O N P R E S I D E N T

Dear SAGES Colleagues,
It is a great honor to be serving as the President of the SAGES Education and Research

Foundation. I begin my remarks by thanking the rest of the Foundation Board for their

dedicated efforts, and especially want to recognize and thank our new Executive Director,

Jill Smith, who has expertly taken over this important position. Barbara Berci and BSC

Management continue to provide us with impeccable support.
Ten years ago, general surgery had experienced an unprecedented decade of change:

laparoscopic surgery had evolved from being just introduced to the standard of care for

many commonly performed abdominal operations, and general surgeons realized

technology was now an important part of most surgical procedures. By 2000, SAGES

had become the absolute and clear leader in surgeon’s eyes as characterizing this

embracement of technology and its importance.At the start of the 21st century, the leadership of SAGES had the wisdom to understand

that SAGES’ unique position as the leader in advanced surgical technology also conferred

on it the obligation to maintain a leadership position in surgical education and research.

The formation of the SAGES Education & Research Foundation facilitated the ability of

SAGES to combine the power of member and industry support for the common goal of

supporting high quality educational and research projects. I am quite pleased to confirm

today that the vision of those leaders has been realized. The Foundation has been remark-

ably successful by virtually achieving its initial fundraising goals ($10 million in donations

and pledges) in its first decade. Our newly established goals for the next decade are to

repeat the same level of support, allowing twice the level of sponsorship of major projects

(which was over $330,000 this year).To date, the Foundation has supported the development of one of the key metrics for

laparoscopic surgery, the FLS program. This program, now required of all graduating

residents, exemplifies what can be done when the expertise of SAGES members is

combined with the financial support of industry partners.
The Foundation continues to support many other important efforts. The Fundamentals of

Endoscopic Surgery (FES) program plans to duplicate for flexible endoscopy what FLS has

done for laparoscopic surgery. The Global Initiative Project for MIS surgery, MIS trainers for

neonatal surgery, and research projects including individual research grants, a Career

Development Award, a Career Development Seminar, and support for the COST II study

were all funded projects this year. The Foundation also sponsors important awards, such as

the Jeffrey L. Ponsky Master Educator Award.New initiatives we will support this year include five sessions of a weekly NPR radio talk show

entitled “The Recovery Room” hosted by Dr. Rick Greene. Broadcasts topics will focus on the

importance of MIS and endoscopic procedures in patient care. The Margret Oddsdottir

Traveling Fellowship will annually support an individual to attend future SAGES meetings.

Finally, and most importantly, this year the Foundation will be a Diamond Level Sponsor

for the World Congress meeting in Washington. This sponsorship directly benefits all

members of SAGES attending this year’s meeting.Thus far, our industry partners have realized the vision and value of the Foundation, as have

many of our SAGES members. I encourage all of you to rethink what SAGES has meant to

your professional careers, and consider giving back the corresponding appropriately signifi-

cant support to propel the Foundation on its way to our new goals. With your support, we

can achieve great things. I hope to see you all in Washington for the World Congress.

With best wishes,

Bruce Schirmer, M.D., SAGES Foundation President
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F O U N D A T I O N N E W S

DR. CAROL SCOTT-CONNER TO RECEIVE PONSKY EDUCATOR AWARD
We are pleased to announce that Carol Scott-Conner, MD, PhD,
MBA, has been selected to receive the Jeffrey L. Ponsky Master
Educator in Endoscopy Award at the SAGES Foundation Awards
Luncheon during the 12th World Congress of Surgical Endoscopy.

The Ponsky Flexible Endoscopy Research Fund was established by
the Foundation in 2007 as a tribute to Dr. Jeffrey Ponsky for his
outstanding contributions to endsocopy and surgical education,

and also as a demonstration of gratitude for his profound influence in so many
careers. The Master Educator award recognizes a distinguished SAGES leader who
exemplifies Dr. Ponsky’s visionary leadership spirit and his 
dedication to the development and teaching of surgical endoscopy.

Dr. Scott-Conner’s lifelong commitment to education and research, and her trailblazing
achievements as a scholar and surgeon, embody the qualities that define compassion-
ate greatness. As Chair of Surgery at University of Iowa College of Medicine from 1995
through 2004, she was only the second woman to lead a surgery department at an 
academic medical center.  Currently serving as Professor of Surgery at the University of
Iowa’s Roy J. and Lucille A. Carver College of Medicine, she says, “I am a practicing 
academic surgeon, a surgeon who teaches others how to become a surgeon,”

She has enriched the world as a mentor to those who have been inspired and impact-
ed by her teachings and by volumes of seminal writings, including eight medical text-
books that have been translated into at least five languages. She proudly describes
her books as, “written for students of surgery at all levels from student through 
practitioner and emphasize surgical anatomy and careful surgical technique. The
books live on beyond what you do.”

Since joining SAGES in 1984, she has distinguished himself as Vice-President, a
member of the SAGES Board of Governors, Chair of the Research Grants Committee,
and has made an invaluable contribution as a key figure in the development and
growth of the organization.

The legendary Dr. George Berci, SAGES Past President and Director Emeritus, offers
the following testimonial to his esteemed colleague: “In the more than 2 decades I’ve
known Carol Scott-Conner, my respect and admiration have grown each year. She is
smart, wise (different qualities) modest, a superb surgeon and the consummate
teacher. I know. I have taught with her in the O.R. and seen her on the podium.
Designating her as the Jeffrey Ponsky Master Educator is absolutely an award well
earned and well deserved. It has been my honor to have her as a friend and colleague”

The Awards Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, April 14, 2010, 12:00 - 1:00pm 
at the Gaylord National Hotel near Washington, DC. If you would like to join us in
celebrating Dr. Scott-Conner and the event’s other honorees, please visit our website
at www.sagesfoundation.org, for additional information. 

Contact Jill Smith at 310-437-0544, ext. 114 or jill@sages.org. 

Ponsky Flexible Endoscopy Research Fund Contributors

Barbara & George Berci
Benjamin Poulose, MD
Benneth Roth, MD
Brian Dunkin, MD
Bruce Schirmer, MD
Choichi Sugawa, MD
Daniel Jones, MD
David Duppler, MD
Debbie Youngelman, MD
Frederick Greene, MD

Gerald Marks, MD
Jacques Van Dam, MD
Jeffrey Hardacre, MD
Jeffrey Marks, MD
John Cosgrove, MD
John Mellinger, MD
Kenneth Forde, MD
Lee Swanstrom, MD
Maurice Arregui, MD
Michael Nussbaum, MD

L. Michael Brunt, MD
Nathaniel Soper, MD
Richard Baerg, MD
Robert Fanelli, MD
Steve Unger, MD
Tom Stellato, MD

U.S Endoscopy Group
Covidien
Karl Storz Endoscopy

A N A F F O R D A B L E C A L L
T O A C T I O N : T H E S A G E S
E D U C A T I O N & R E S E A R C H
FOUNDAT I O N $ 10 CAMPA I G N
Minimally invasive surgery has 
revolutionized patient care, saving
patients from unnecessary trauma,
reducing hospitalization time and
pain. However, various funding
cuts have impacted the future of
surgical care. At the same time
families and individuals are being
asked to support a wide variety of
initiatives in our communities. The
reduction in resources hampers
research progress in minimally
invasive surgery, which is why we
have developed an affordable call
to action that will launch May
15th: The SAGES Education &
Research Foundation $10 per
month campaign 

SAGES has almost 6,000 members
and if every member contributes
$10 per month, in addition to
other long-term pledges, together
we would help raise over half a
million additional dollars annually
to help support minimal access
surgical research and education!
No stamps, envelopes, check writ-
ing, or trips to the office! In the
time it takes you to write a check
you can set up a donation on our
website. All you have to do is visit
the SAGES Foundation website at
www.sagesfoundation.org, click on
the page that says 'I want to
Donate $10 per month to SAGES
Foundation,' have your credit card
in hand, and fill out the registra-
tion form! Simple as that! Just ask
yourself: would I really miss that
extra $10 per month? 

If you would like to learn 
more about the $10 per month
campaign before its launch date,
May 15th, 2010, please contact 
the Foundation office at 
foundation@sages.org
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G R A N T AW A R D S

P R O J E C T G R A N T S
Fundamentals of Endoscopic Surgery
(FES) – Continuing in the successful
footsteps of the Fundamentals of
Laparoscopic Surgery (FLS) program,
SAGES is developing the Fundamentals
of Endoscopic Surgery (FES) - a medical
education tool that trains surgical resi-
dents and surgeons how to perform
basic gastrointestinal endoscopy.

FES is designed to address the current
need for a standardized, comprehensive
curriculum in basic endoscopic surgery.
It also serves as an assessment tool that
documents both cognitive and technical
endoscopic skills. Overall, the program
will cover the physiology, fundamental
knowledge and technical skills required
in basic endoscopic surgery of the gas-
trointestinal tract. The following compo-
nents make up FES:

• An interactive web-based didactic
curriculum including rich text and
illustrations covering seven topics: 

– Technology

– Patient Preparation

– Anesthesia/Conscious Sedation/
Monitoring/Recovery

– Upper Endoscopy

– Colonoscopy

– ERCP

– Endoscopic Therapies

• A hands-on component featuring
five technical skill modules per-
formed on a computer simulation
platform

• An assessment component that will
document one’s cognitive knowledge
and technical and psychomotor
skills required in basic endoscopy

The SAGES Foundation’s support of FES
will be applied toward research and
development costs, education consult-
ant fees, simulator module production
costs, and staff/administrative time and
expenses.

R E S E A R C H G R A N T S
Career Development Award – In 2008
the SAGES Education and Research
Foundation funded the first annual
Career Development Award. This award
provides funding for a young surgeon or
surgeon-in-training for the development
of critical skills required for their aca-
demic career in gastrointestinal and
endoscopic surgery. The intent of this
award is to delay the start of a faculty
role or ongoing residency training for
supplemental training/traveling fellow-
ship or intense research time.  

This grant provides the awardee with a
unique educational opportunity that
would not otherwise be available.
Awards are conferred on a competitive
basis by submission of a grant applica-
tion, which is reviewed and evaluated
by the SAGES Research and Career
Development Committee and approved
by the Governing Board.

Congratulations to the 2008 and
2009 Recipients:

2008 Recipient: Melina Vassiliou, MD

Title: Time to NESTLE (NOTES®,
Education in Surgery, Travel 
and Learning Endoscopy)

2009 Recipient: Ronan Cahill, MD

Institution: European Institute of
Surgical Research and
Innovation

Title: “Assurance of Oncological Providence
for Localized Resection of Early Stage
Colon Cancer by Lymphatic Mapping
and Sentinel Node Biopsy.”

D U M P T H A T S T O C K !
The majority of donors who give
to the SAGES Foundation make
their contributions in cash. But
did you know that gifts of stocks
and bonds are also accepted?
Within the last two years, more
and more donors have been con-
tributing shares of stock rather
than cash – a handful even donat-
ing only in securities. Is this an
option for you?

When making gifts of securities, in
addition to advancing research
and education, donors may also
benefit by:

• Receiving a charitable deduc-
tion for the market value of the
stock;

• Reducing their estate tax,
and/or;

• Capital gains tax as there is no
sale of the stock.

So the next time you are thinking
of selling your stocks or bonds,
consider donating them instead.
You might find that the future of
minimally invasive surgery is a
better investment! For questions
on how to make stock donations,
contact the office at (310) 437-
0544 or foundation@sages.org.
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S U P P O R T I N G T H E S A G E S  F O U N D A T I O N

A N N U A L AW A R D S L U N C H E O N
The 2009 Awards Luncheon benefiting the SAGES Education and Research
Foundation was a wonderful success, filling the banquet room with more than 200
guests and some very inspiring moment from the award honorees. Thanks to our
supporters, last years Awards luncheon fulfilled expectations again and raised nearly
$40,000 for surgical research and education! In total, the awards luncheon has
helped raise over $90,000 to benefit future minimally invasive research and educa-
tional opportunities. For this, we simply cannot thank our supporters enough!

We hope to match that success again with your participation in 2010! The SAGES
Education and Research Foundation’s fourth annual Awards Luncheon will be held
this year on April 14, 2010, between 12:00 - 1:00pm at the Gaylord National Hotel
and Convention Center in National Harbor, Maryland (outside Washington, DC.
Each year, the SAGES awards program is presented at the Awards Luncheon, which
benefits the SAGES Foundation. The luncheon not only recognizes the progressive
work of MIS leaders, but also provides another forum for SAGES members and
industry executives to interact socially. With an expected sold out audience, we will
be presenting the following awards during lunch:

Berci Lifetime Achievement Award – Jacques Marescaux, MD 
Distinguished Service Award – Nathaniel Soper, MD 
Young Researcher Award – Vivian Strong, MD 
Researcher in Training Award – Erica Moran, MD 
Karl Storz/IRCAD Fellowship Award – Basil Yurcisin, MD
Jeffrey L. Ponsky Master Educator Award – Carol Scott-Conner, MD
Gerald Marks Rectal Cancer Award – Bastiaan Klarenbeek, MD
Excellence in Clinical Care Award – Paul Hansen, MD
Industry Research Awards
The SAGES Education and Research Foundation Grant Awards

If you would like to attend the event and show your support of the honorees and the
SAGES Foundation, contact the Foundation office at (310) 437-0544 ext.114 or email
foundation@sages.org. Tickets are $125 each and tables of ten are available for
$1,100. On-site registration is limited by available seating, so please register in
advance. A portion of your purchase is tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law. 

On behalf of the SAGES Foundation, we would like to thank those companies
who generously supported the 2009 Foundation Luncheon:

C H A R I T A B L E R E M A I N D E R
T R U S T S : S T E A D Y I N C O M E
A N D A C H A R I T A B L E
D O N A T I O N

Many SAGES Foundation donors
wish to contribute more but do not
consider themselves to be major
donors or in any position to give 
“a lot” of money. But many giving
options are available now that
allow donors to give as generously
as possible without feeling financially
strapped – such as charitable remain-
der trusts (CRT).

CRTs are trusts that provide for two
beneficiaries. The first beneficiaries
are the income beneficiaries, usually
yourself or a family member, who
receive a set percentage of income
from the trust. You and your loved
ones will be taken care of for their
lifetimes. When all income benefici-
aries have passed, the principal of
the trust will then be donated to 
the SAGES Foundation, the second
beneficiary. Simple as that.

Those who establish a CRT receive
tangible benefits such as reduced
estate taxes, elimination of capital
gains, and income tax deductions –
all while knowing that they have full
control over where their funds will
applied charitably. So the next time
you are thinking about financial 
planning for the present and future,
consider a CRT and the SAGES
Foundation. 

For more information, contact the
office at foundation@sages.org.

N E W I N D U S T R Y P L E D G E S

The SAGES Education and Research Foundation has seen a record number of
industry supporters join its circle of friends in 2009. We have seen long-time 
sponsors return with even larger re-commitments and welcomed brand new 
sponsors into the fold. We are thrilled to see such a surge of support coming 
from industry. A great big thank you to Lifecell (New Donor), Atrium Medical
(Renewal), Olympus Medical (New Donor), Synovis Surgical Innovations
(New Donor), Karl Storz Endoscopy (Renewal), Stryker Endoscopy
(Renewal) for understanding the vital role the Foundation plays in minimally
invasive surgery and supporting our mission!
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2 0 0 9  D O N O R S

The number of people who give to the SAGES Foundation grows a little every year. In 2009, we were fortunate to not only have more
supporters, but also have long-time dedicated contributors give even more. The Foundation board thanks old friends for giving or pledg-
ing again and welcomes new friends to some exciting years ahead of us!

Friend 
($1,000 - $2,999)
Kenneth A. Forde, MD
Nancy J. Hogle, RN, BSN
Ormond N.M. Panton, MD
Frederick L. Greene, MD
Michael D. Holzman, MD
Bruce V. MacFadyen Jr, MD
Peter W. Marcello, MD
W. Scott Melvin, MD
Alfons Pomp, MD
C. Daniel Smith, MD
Greg V. Stiegmann, MD
Alexander D. Wade, M.D.
Steven D. Wexner, MD

Supporter 
($500 - $999)
Gina L. Adrales, MD
Justin Digby, MD
Michael R. Marohn, MD
Brant K. Oelschlager, MD
William S. Richardson, MD
Bruce D. Schirmer
Guy R. Voeller, MD
Bruce M. Wolfe, MD

Contributor 
($250 - $499)
Barbara & George Berci, MD
Desmond H. Birkett, MD
Uyen B. Chu, MD
Gerald M. Fried, MD
Goro Kaneda, MD
Eli N. Lerner, MD
Raymond P. Onders, MD
Cesare P. Peraglie, MD
James B. Rosser Jr, MD
Barry A. Salky, MD
Wayne H. Schwesinger, MD
Paresh C. Shah, MD
David A. Smith, MD
Masahiko Watanabe, M.D.
Sarkis Yeretsian, MD

Contributor 
($100 - $249)
Robert A. Andrews, M.D.
Horacio J. Asbun, MD
Sharon L. Bachman, MD
Yasutsugu Bandai, MD
Brian R. Binetti, MD
Fredrick J. Brody, MD
L. Michael Brunt, MD
Mark P. Callery, MD
Michael J. Clar, MD
John A. Coller, MD
Daniel Thomas Dempsey, MD
Thomas L. Dent, MD
Alexandre Y. Derevianko, M.D.
Daniel J. Deziel, MD
Michael B. Edye, MD,FACS
Hermino Sanchez Farpon, MD
Robert J. Fitzgibbons, MD
Morris E. Franklin Jr, MD
Daniel M. Herron, MD
Burnetta E. Herron, MD
Karen D. Horvath, MD
Gretchen Purcell Jackson, MD
Garth R. Jacobsen, MD
Blair A. Jobe, MD
Daniel Bougere Jones, MD
Hideyuki Kashiwagi, MD
William E. Kelley Jr, MD
Trudy A.G. Kenyon, RN
Kent W. Kercher, MD
Anil. Khetarpal, M.D
Gary B. Korus, MD
Kevin R. Krause, MD
Gerald M. Larson, MD
Yiannis P. Loannou, MD,FACS
Mary E. MacGuire, MD
John M. Morton, MD
Shuichi Ohashi, MD
Takeshi Ohdaira, MD
Edward H. Phillips, MD
Benjamin K. Poulose, MD
Michelle L. Poulose, MD
David W. Rattner, MD

Kevin M. Reavis, MD
Raul J. Rosenthal, MD
Philip R. Schauer, MD
Christopher M. Schlachta, MD
Steven D. Schwaitzberg, MD
Phillip P. Shadduck, MD
Lelan F. Sillin, MD
Julia Hee Sone, MD
Nathaniel J. Soper, MD
Patricia Sylla, MD
L. William Traverso, MD
Shingo Tsujinaka, MD
Kazuki Ueda, MD
Michael B. Ujiki, MD
Vic Velanovich, MD
Stephen W. Unger, MD
Eric Glenn Weiss, MD
Carl J. Westcott, MD
R. Larry Whelan, MD
Clifford S. Yaffe, MD

Contributor 
($25 - $99)
Darrell E.R. Alley, MD
Abdulsalam Subhi Ahmed 
Al-Taie, MD

Sultan F. Altemyatt, MD
Ralph W. Aye, MD
Sean P. Barnett, MD
Miroslav Bekevac-Beslin, MD
Ramon Berguer, MD,FACS
Brigido E. Berrios Pagan, MD
Marcos A. Berry, MD
Robin Boushey, M.D.
Lee Roy Britton, MD
Jo Buyske, MD
Armando E. Castro, MD
Youn Baik Choi, MD
Scott R. Chudow, MD
Ricardo V. Cohen, MD
Cleo P. Coles Jr, MD
John de Csepel, MD
Louis J. de Canniere, MD
Peter M. Denk, MD
David W. Duppler, MD

Jeremy Gallego Eckstein, MD
Amr F. Elayouty, MD
Roberto Esquivel, MD
Matthew W. Fabian, DO
Adam S. Fierer, MD
Rene H. Fortelny, MD
Fernando Garcia, MD
Daniel P. Geisler, MD
Guru P. Ghanta, MD
Brian V. Given, MD
Guillermo A. Gomez, MD
Ana-Raquel Morales Gomez, MD
John A. Hagen, MD
Ken Hagiwara, MD
Ho-Seong Han, MD
Shoichi Hasuda, MD
Katherine E. Hsu, MD
William Barry Inabnet III,
MD,FACS

Malene K. Ingram, MD
Kimio Isshi, MD
Jesus A. Armenta Jasso, MD
Samir Johna, MD
Mohammed M.H. Kalan, MD
Michael S. Kavic, MD
Colleen I. Kennedy, MD
Seon-Han Kim, MD
Mary E. Klingensmith, MD
Michael L. Kochman, MD
Tsalis G. Konstantinos, MD
Shanu N. Kothari, MD
Svetlana Kotova, MD
Albert M. Kwan, MD
Michael K.W. Li, MD
Bee Min Lim, MD
Dimitrios A. Linos, MD,FACS
Wlodzimierz D. Majewski, MD,
PhD

Tomas M. Manjarres, M.D.
Lawrence L. Manship, MD
Jeffrey M. Marks, MD
John H. Marks, MD
Sumio Matsumoto, MD
Hiroyoshi Matsuoka, M.D.
Alan D. McClelland, MD

Jeet R. Mehta, MD
Philip P. Metzger, MD
Harry Steven Miller, MD
Corey Neil Ming-Lum, MD
Ray L. Morrison, DO
Zbigniew Moszczynski, MD
Yugo Nagai, MD
Alexander G. Nagy, MD
Nissin C. Nahmias, MD
Hideto Oishi, MD
Junji Okuda, MD
James M. Parker, MD
Victor De La Pena, MD
Jacques J. Perissat, MD
Dang-Tuan Pham, MD,FACS
Aurora Dawn Pryor, MD
Edwin Cesar Ramirez, MD
Arthur Rawlings, MD
William O. Richards, MD
Sergio Roll, MD
Don Edward S. Rosello, MD
Carlos A. Schiavon, MD
Nathan P. Schneidereit, MD
Mitsugu Sekimoto, MD
Paul A. Severson, MD
Carol B. Sheridan, MD
Pablo J. Sibaja, MD
Felicien M. Steichen, MD
Thomas A. Stellato, MD
Gary H. Stevens, MD
Surendra M. Ugale, MD
Ajay K. Upadhyay, MD
Atsushi Urakami, MD
Ichiro Uyama, MD
Corneliu T. Vulpe, MD
Hideo Yamada, MD
Fumiaki Yano, MD
Susan B. Young, DO
Debbie F. Youngelman, MD
Nia N. Zalamea, M.D.
Ekkery M. Zarrar, MD
Jeffry T. Zern, MD
Sergey Zhitnikov, MD
Richard D. Zlotnik, MD

Supporters of the SAGES Foundation often become even more devoted to its mission with each passing year. Legacy benefactors are
those who have pledged to give to the SAGES Foundation annually during their lifetime.

L E G A C Y B E N E F A C T O R S

Desmond H. Birkett, MD

John M. Cosgrove, MD

Frederick L. Greene, MD

Sung-Tao Ko, MD

Eli N. Lerner, MD

Jeffrey H. Peters, MD

Jeffrey L. Ponsky, MD

Bruce D. Schirmer, MD

Daniel J. Scott, MD

Greg V. Stiegmann, MD

Mark A. Talamini, MD

Stephen W. Unger, MD
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C U M U L A T I V E G I V I N G

$100,000 or more
Pon Satitpunwaycha, MD

$25,000 - $50,000
David W. Duppler, MD
Kenneth A. Forde, MD
Gerald Marks, MD
Jeffrey L. Ponsky, MD

$10,000 - $24,999
Desmond H. Birkett, MD
John M. Cosgrove, MD
Frederick L. Greene, MD
Sung-Tao Ko, MD
Eli N. Lerner, MD
Thom E. Lobe, MD
Jeffrey M. Marks, MD
Michael R. Marohn, MD
Jeffrey H. Peters, MD
Barry A. Salky, MD
Bruce D. Schirmer, MD
Daniel J. Scott, MD
C. Daniel Smith, MD
Greg V. Stiegmann, MD
Lee L. Swanstrom, MD
Mark A. Talamini, MD
Stephen W. Unger, MD
Steven D. Wexner, MD

$5,000 - $9,999
Craig A. Anderson, MD
Robert L. Bailey Jr, MD
Harold R. Bailey, MD
Barbara & George Berci, MD
Joe A. Bowden, MD
L. Michael Brunt, MD
Thomas L. Dent, MD
Daniel J. Deziel, MD
C. Neal Ellis, MD
Robert D. Fanelli, MD,FACS
Dennis L. Fowler, MD
Michel Gagner, MD
Harry S. Himal, MD
Nancy J. Hogle, RN, BSN
Michael D. Holzman, MD
John Hunter, MD
Timothy D. Kane, MD
Konstantinos M. Konstantinidis,
MD

Demetrius E.M. Litwin, MD
Bruce V. MacFadyen Jr, MD
Peter W. Marcello, MD
Brent D. Matthews, MD
W. Scott Melvin, MD
Adrian E. Park, MD
Carlos A. Pellegrini, MD
Joseph B. Petelin, MD
Edward H. Phillips, MD
Patrick R. Reardon, MD
William O. Richards, MD
Richard M. Satava, MD
Theodore R. Schrock, MD
Wayne H. Schwesinger, MD
Nathaniel J. Soper, MD
Steven C. Stain, MD
Choichi Sugawa, MD
L. William Traverso, MD
Richard M. Vazquez, MD
Kevin E. Wasco, MD
Sherry M. Wren, MD
Tonia M. Young-Fadok, MD

$2,500 - $4,999
Barbara Lynne Ackerman, MD
Andrew J. Aldridge, MD
Keith N. Apelgren, MD
Horacio J. Asbun, MD
Jeffrey Andrew Barteau, MD
John A. Coller, MD
Brian J. Dunkin, MD
Steve Eubanks, MD
Edward L. Felix, MD
Morris E. Franklin Jr, MD
Shoichi Hasuda, MD
B. Todd Heniford, MD
Blair A. Jobe, MD
Daniel Bougere Jones, MD
William S. Laycock, MD
Kenric M. Murayama, MD
Adam Naaman, MD,FACS
Brant K. Oelschlager, MD

Ormond N.M. Panton, MD
Alfons Pomp, MD
Bruce J. Ramshaw, MD
David W. Rattner, MD
Steven S. Rothenberg, MD
Walter R. Ruf, MD
Philip R. Schauer, MD
Steven D. Schwaitzberg, MD
Paul A. Severson, MD
L. Lamar Snow, MD
Robert M. Taylor, MD
Vic Velanovich, MD
Guy R. Voeller, MD
R. Larry Whelan, MD
Bruce M. Wolfe, MD
Debbie F. Youngelman, MD

$1,000 - $2,499
Lee E. Smith, MD
Spencer E. Amory, MD
Maurice E. Arregui, MD
Ramon Berguer, MD,FACS
Fredrick J. Brody, MD
David C. Brooks, MD
Jo Buyske, MD
Mark P. Callery, MD
Frank H. Chae, MD
Craig G. Chang, MD
Edward Gerald Chekan, MD
Paul Thomas Cirangle, MD
Peter F. Crookes, MD
Daniel G. Davis, MD
Daniel Thomas Dempsey, MD
David Bryan Earle, MD
David S. Edelman, MD
Michael B. Edye, MD,FACS
George S. Ferzli, MD
Aaron S. Fink, MD
Gerald M. Fried, MD
Richard Lawrence Friedman, MD
James W. Gieselmann, MD
W. Scott Helton, MD
Daniel M. Herron, MD
George W. Holcomb III, MD
Karen D. Horvath, MD
Raymond J. Joehl, MD
Gregg H. Jossart, MD
Goro Kaneda, MD
Young-Woo Kim, MD
Alan T. Lefor, MD
John H. Marks, MD
Sumio Matsumoto, MD
Corrigan L. McBride, MD
Ross L. McMahon, MD
John D. Mellinger, MD
Sidney F. Miller, MD
Alexander G. Nagy, MD
Michael S. Nussbaum, MD
Shuichi Ohashi, MD
Raymond P. Onders, MD
Mark A. Pleatman, MD
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Paresh C. Shah, MD
Hadar Spivak, MD
Thomas A. Stellato, MD
Alfonso Torquati, MD
Thadeus L. Trus, MD
Yasunobu Tsujinaka, MD
Anthony J. Vine, MD
Gary C. Vitale, MD
Alexander D. Wade, MD.
R. Matthew Walsh, MD
Eric Glenn Weiss, MD
Carl J. Westcott, MD
Sarkis Yeretsian, MD
Ihor A. Zakaluzny, MD
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Pablo J. Sibaja, MD
David A. Smith, MD
Julia Hee Sone, MD

Beth Howell Sutton, MD
Michael Torma, MD
Shingo Tsujinaka, MD
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Jon M. Greif, MD
Surinder Pal Gupta, MD
John A. Hagen, MD
Randy S. Haluck, MD
Tsunekazu Hanai, MD
Jeffrey M. Hardacre, MD
Akram Mahmoud Hassanyeh, MD
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Zbigniew Moszczynski, MD
Philip T. Neff, MD
Bruce A. Obbink, MD
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Eric Bayle, MD
Ali H. Bechara, MD
Eric L.R. Bedard, MD
Christopher M. Bell, MD
Reginald Bell, MD Bell, MD
Sean T. Benham, MD
Eren Berber, MD
Metin Berberoglu, MD
Roberto Bergamaschi, MD
Robert A. Berger, MD
Simon Bergman, MD
Renato B. Berroya, MD
Marc Bessler, MD
Omar S. Bholat, MD
Sunil Bhoyrul, MD
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Luis E. Burbano, MD
Glenn E. Burleson, MD,FACS
Stephen E. Burpee, MD
Erna Busch, MD
Brenda M. Cacucci, MD
Guy B. Cadiere, MD, PhD
Leslie A. Cagle, MD
Julio A. Calderin, M.D.
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Thomas J. Gibson, MD
Luca Giordano, MD
Steven R. Giss, MD
Steven L. Glorsky, MD
Henry G. Godfrey, MD
Scott D. Goldstein, MD
Ana-Raquel Morales Gomez, MD
Paul W.A. Goobie, MD
Hurry P. Gopal, MD
Piotr J. Gorecki, MD
William A. Graber, MD
Kenneth Graf, MD
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Richard H. Koehler, MD
Kenneth Yuh Yen Kok, MD

SAGESFoundation2009AnnualReport  2/26/10  10:22 AM  Page 9



Amy J. Koler, MD
James R. Korndorffer, MD
Svetlana Kotova, MD
Jadd W. Koury, M.D
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Mitzi M. Miller, MD
Alexander Ron Miller, MD
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Michael W. Mulholland, MD
Sivaprasad Mullangi, MD
Sean J. Mulvihill, MD
Gordon D. Murley, MD
Peter Muscarella II, MD
Nissin C. Nahmias, MD
Naomi L. Nakao, MD
David A. Napoliello, MD
Prashant K. Narain, MD
Dilip B. Narichania, MD
Boora Narsaiah, MD
Lionel Z. Naylor, MD
Bradley J. Needleman, MD
Jeffery M. Nelson, MD
Thomas M. Nelson, MD
Richard Mark Newman, MD
Arthur L. Ney, MD
Chau N. Nguyen, MD
Angel Nicaragua, MD
William D. Nicholson, IV, MD
John D. Nicholson, MD
Masanori Nishioka, MD
Juan J. Nogueras, MD
Peter S. Novack, DO
Victor F. Novak II, MD
Domingo C. Nunez, MD
Michael J. Nusbaum, MD
Fiemu E. Nwariaku, MD
Scott W. Nye, MD
Arthur Joseph O’Connor, MD
Joseph J. O’Donnell, MD
Kevin F. O’Donnell, MD
Kelly S. Oggero, MD
Chung H. Oh, MD
Ki H. Oh, MD
Hideto Oishi, MD
Yasunaga Okazaki, MD
Babatunde Oladiran, MD
Andri G. Olafsson, MD
Richard N. Olen, MD
Douglas O. Olsen, MD
Tawachai Onsanit, MD
Samuel C. Oommen MD
Michael J. O’Reilly, MD
Bruce A. Orkin, MD
Fernando R. Otero, MD
Milton L. Owens, MD
Soji Ozawa, MD
Alessandro M. Paganini, MD
John A. Pagnozzi, MD
John T. Paige, MD
William M. Palmer, MD
Vishnudas P. Panemanglore, MD
Dilip Parekh, MD
Paul F. Park, MD
John J. Park, MD
James M. Parker, MD
David A. Partrick, MD
Linda M. Pate, MD
Rajesh K. Patel, MD
Bhavin Chandulal Patel, MD
Haroon I. Patel, MD
Shirish C. Patel, MD
Hernan Patino, MD,FACS
Grover Travis Paul, MD
Richard L. Paulson, MD
Jerry K. Pearson, MD

Curtis L. Peery, MD
Bengt F. Pehrsson, MD
Ann Peick, MD
Michael A. Pell, MD
Victor De La Pena, MD
W. Scott Pennington, MD
William P. Pennoyer, MD
Jennifer L. Peppers, MD
John P. Percy, MD
Richard T. Perry, MD
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Johann Pfeifer, MD
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Andrew F. Pierre, MD
Benjamin M. Piperno, MD
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Dieter Pohl, MD
Adrian L. Polglase, MD
William P. Potthoff, MD
Kinga A. Powers, MD
Vivek N. Prachand, MD
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M. Debrah Prewit, RN
Trent D. Proehl, MD
Anibal O. Puente, MD
Gregory J. Pulawski, MD
Lyudmila S. Pupkova, MD
Nancy Puzziferri, MD
Philippe Jean Quilici, MD
Robert F. Quinlin, MD
Ramon Quinones, MD
Heathcliff M. Quioco, MD
John G. Raheb, DO, FACS
Heena P. Rajdeo, MD
Kolandaivelu Ramaswamy, MD
Russell L. Ramey, MD
Richard R. Randall, MD
Peter Charles Rantis Jr, MD
Ramineni Vishvendra Rao, MD
Adel A. Rashed, MD
Arthur Rawlings, MD
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Christine J. Ren-Fielding, MD
Daniel J. Resnick, MD,FACS
German M. Reyes, MD
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Ronald A. Rhodes, MD
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Paolo Rossi, MD
J. Michael Rothwell, MD
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Laurence F. Yee, MD
Toshimitsu Yokoyama, MD
Steven M. Yood, MD
Kazuhiko Yoshida, MD
Susan B. Young, DO
Thomas O. Young, MD
Chang Sik Yu, MD
Nia N. Zalamea, M.D.
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I N D I V I D U A L P L E D G E S

We are at 94% of our
$10,000,000 goal.

S A G E S  E D U C A T I O N & R E S E A R C H F O U N D A T I O N P L E D G E , D O N A T I O N & F U N D I N G R E P O R T

C O R P O R A T E P L E D G E S

December, 2009

The Allergan Foundation $600,000
Applied Medical $120,000
Atrium Medical $36,000
Boston Scientific $150,000
Cook Surgical $25,000
Ethicon Endo-Surgery $2,000,000
Karl Storz Endoscopy $1,756,000
Lexion Medical $15,000
LifeCell $15,000
Microline Pentax $50,000
Olympus Corporation $750,000
Richard Wolf Medical Instruments $60,000
Simbionix $16,000
Stryker Endoscopy $550,000
Synovis Surgical Innovations $5,000
Taut Medical Products $25,000
Tissue Science Laboratories $50,000
U.S. Surgical/Covidien $1,050,000
W.L. Gore & Associates $50,000
NDO Surgical $5,000

TOTAL CORPORATE PLEDGES: $7,328,000
Total Individual Donations & Pledges to Date: $1,074,825
Funds From SAGES to Date: $ 978,282
Events $ 103,950

TOTAL PLEDGED AND DONATED TO DATE: $9,485,057

SAGES FLS Grant $115,000
$66,000 (2003)
$34,000 (2004)
$15,000 (2006)

SAGES Research Grant $180,000
$15,000 (2004)
$30,000 (2005)
$15,000 (2006)
$40,000 (2007)
$60,000 (2008)
$20,000 (2009)

Strategic Retreat $ 10,000 (2004)
SAGES FES Seed Grant $ 57,500

$ 20,000 (2005)
$ 37,500 (2007)

Outcomes Registry Update $ 40,000
$ 20,000 (2005)
$ 20,000 (2007)

Robotics Guidelines/Consensus Conference $ 15,000 (2005)
Global Initiative $ 90,000

$ 40,000 (2007)
$ 20,000 (2009)
$ 30,000 (2009)

Career Development Awards $ 60,000 (2008)
Flexible Endoscopy Fellows Courses $ 30,000 

$ 20,000 (2008)
$ 10,000 (2009)

SAGES FES Grant $ 84,500
$ 37,500 (2005)
$ 47,000 (2008)

Research Grants $ 80,000 (2009)
$ 60,000 (2008)
$ 20,000 (2008)

Development of Minimally Invasive Pediatric Surgery 
Trainers grant returned in the amount of $26,118 (2007)

TOTAL FUNDED TO DATE: $ 762,000

P R O G R A M S F U N D E D

R E N E W Y O U R P L E D G E !
When you made your first pledge to
the Foundation, you wanted to sup-
port the work and vision of the SAGES
Education & Research Foundation. We
hope your desire to advance minimal-
ly invasive surgery has not fizzled. Like
every good cause, the needs of the
Foundation continue. We are nearing
the end of our campaign thanks to
everyone holding this report. We hope
your support will continue. Please
complete a new pledge form and 
continue to meet the challenge.
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P L E D G E F O R M

DONOR  C AT E GO RY P L ED G E  O R  CON T R I BU T I ON BENE F I T S  O F  C AT E GO RY
Legacy Benefactor $1,000.00 or more per year until retirement • Acknowledgment of participation as a Legacy 

(This requires a 10-year commitment) Benefactor in Foundation Newsletter
• Acknowledgment on Foundation website
• Recognition in SAGES’ Mini-Scope e-newsletter
• Acknowledgment in Foundation Annual Report
• Complimentary tickets to select Foundation events
• Use of Donor’s Lounge at SAGES Meetings
• Legacy Benefactor pin

Diamond Patron $10,000.00 • Acknowledgment of participation as a Diamond 
Patron in Foundation Newsletter

• Acknowledgment on Foundation website
• Recognition in SAGES’ Mini-Scope e-newsletter 
• Acknowledgment in Foundation Annual Report
• Complimentary tickets to select Foundation events
• Use of Donor’s Lounge at SAGES Meetings 
• Diamond Patron Pin

Benefactor $5,000.00 • Acknowledgment of participation as a Benefactor 
in Foundation Newsletter

• Acknowledgment on Foundation website
• Recognition in SAGES’ Mini-Scope e-newsletter
• Acknowledgment in Foundation Annual Report 
• Use of Donor’s Lounge at SAGES Meetings 
• Benefactor Pin

Donor $ 3,000.00 • Acknowledgment of participation as a Donor in 
Foundation Newsletter

• Acknowledgment on Foundation website
• Recognition in SAGES’ Mini-Scope e-newsletter 
• Acknowledgment in Foundation Annual Report
• Use of Donor’s Lounge at SAGES Meetings 

Friend $1,000.00 • Acknowledgment of participation as a Friend in 
Foundation Newsletter

• Acknowledgment on Foundation website
• Acknowledgment in Foundation Annual Report
• Use of Donor’s Lounge at SAGES Meetings

Supporter $500.00 • Acknowledgment of participation as a Supporter 
in Foundation Newsletter

• Acknowledgment in Foundation Annual Report

Please accept my contribution/pledge to the SAGES Education and Research Foundation as follows:
LAST NAME: FIRST NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE/ZIP: COUNTRY:

PHONE: E-MAIL:

DATE:

I pledge a total of $________________at the___________________level in annual payments of $_____________(5 yrs. maximum). 

o Check enclosed for $____________  o Please charge my contribution or pledge payment in the amount of $_______________

o Please charge each subsequent pledge payment to the credit card listed below.

AMEX EXPIRATION DATE

VISA/MC EXPIRATION DATE

CARDHOLDER NAME SIGNATURE DATE

YOU MAY ALSO FAX YOUR GIFT TO (310) 437-0585 OR DONATE ONLINE AT WWW.SAGESFOUNDATION.ORG

SAGESFoundation2009AnnualReport  2/26/10  10:22 AM  Page 12
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