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A M E S S A G E F R O M T H E
F O U N D A T I O N P R E S I D E N T

Dear Colleagues,
It has been a great pleasure and honor for me to serve as your foundation

president during 2007, and I look with anticipation as we begin our important

work for 2008. We are definitely beginning to mature as a Foundation and the

blending of our corporate and individual support for our SAGES Education and

Research Foundation has been heartwarming. Despite all of our successes and

the continuation of our support for the scientific well-being of surgical

endoscopy, we cannot rest on our laurels.For those of us who are members of multiple organizations, it is apparent that

most of these have developed foundations which tend to communicate with the

same pool of givers! This is certainly a reality of life and many of us support a

variety of important scientific and educational organizations. For those of us who

practice surgical endoscopy and especially gastrointestinal surgery, it is clear,

however, that the goals and objectives of the SAGES Foundation are meant to

support the future direction of those areas that are so important to all of us.

During 2007, we have recognized the importance of career development for our

young and dynamic members of SAGES, and therefore, the Foundation has, for

the first time, supported a Career Development Award which will hopefully be

replicated many fold in years to come. We have recognized the importance of

continuing to support basic and clinical research through our scientific grants

program administered by our SAGES research committee, and this activity will

continue to be so important in our future foundation goals. We have also

recognized the importance of globalization and the important work of many

of our members in transmitting technical and scientific information around the

world. The SAGES Foundation has supported this global effort and will continue

to recognize this as a major area as we welcome new and exciting ideas for the

international goal-setting of SAGES. We have recognized that individuals and

corporate entities appreciate the opportunity of giving for restricted and specific

Foundation activities. Under the leadership of our director, Teresa Chien, there-

fore, we have established a specific classification for goal-directed giving.

As you can see, we have had a very busy 2007, but with your help and support

we will have an even brighter 2008. I urge all of you to consider either giving for

the first time or increasing your support for our SAGES Foundation during this

year. There is no question that the support of our Foundation will be the major

impetus for continued scientific and technical growth in the specialty area

that contributes so much to all of us.I wish you all the best.

Frederick L. Greene, MDPresident, SAGES Foundation



F O U N D A T I O N N E W S

S P E C I A L D O N O R R E C O G N I T I O N : D R . D A V I D D U P P L E R

When Dr. Jeffrey Ponsky prophetically wrote in his August
1986 letter of support for Dr. David Duppler’s application
for membership in SAGES, “I feel that he will represent
the Society in exemplary fashion,” little did he know that
his first surgical endoscopy Fellow would pay tribute to
him 21 years later by playing a major role in the establish-
ment of a fund in his mentor’s name. Moreover, Dr.
Duppler demonstrated his heartfelt commitment toward

furthering Dr. Ponsky’s legacy when he and his wife, Tia, made a donation
of $25,000 to the Ponsky Flexible Endoscopy Research Fund, the second
largest individual monetary gift in the
history of the SAGES Foundation.

“I saw this as the perfect opportunity, in
a small way, to pay him back for all he
has done for me,” Dr. Duppler said,
explaining the inspiration behind his
generosity. “And I wanted to repay
SAGES for all they have done for so
many people and for the profession.”
Adding that he would be forever grateful for the guidance he received during
that period and beyond, Dr. Duppler was extravagant in his praise of Dr.
Ponsky and characteristically modest in accepting our thanks for his gift.

After completing his post-general surgical fellowship under Dr. Ponsky
in gastrointestinal endoscopy at Mt. Sinai Medical Center in Cleveland,
Ohio, Dr. Duppler ran his own surgical practice in Maine for six years. In
1992, he returned to his native Wisconsin and joined the Fox Valley Surgical
Associates where he earned a reputation as a superlative medical professional,
an in-demand lecturer, and an all-around good guy.

Since becoming a SAGES member in 1987, Dr. David Duppler has proven
his steadfast support of the Foundation, most notably with a $5,000 pledge in
2000 and, of course, this recent gesture honoring Dr. Ponsky. He exemplifies
the heart of this organization. We are unfathomably grateful for his generosity
and proud to count him as one of our own.

“I saw this as the 
perfect opportunity, 
in a small way, to pay
him back for all he
has done for me”

N A M I R K A T K H O U D A
R E C E I V E S H I G H E S T
AW A R D F R O M F R A N C E

On December
17, 2007, 
Dr. Namir
Katkhouda
was awarded
the insignia
of Chevalier
de la Legion

d’Honneur (Knight of the French
Legion of Honor). The award was
presented by His Execellency
Pierre Vimont, the Honorable
Philippe Larrieu, and C.L. Max
Nikias at the USC Town & 
Gown. Established by Napoleon
Bonaparte, the Legion of Honor
is the highest order that France
bestows and is a mark of great
distinction to those who have
contributed to their professional
field and to France.

To congratulate or pay tribute 
to Dr. Katkhouda for this award, 
you may send donations to the
SAGES Education and Research
Foundation in his honor. Dr.
Katkhouda will be notified of all
gifts. Please contact the Foundation
office for more information.
foundation@sages.org

The SAGES Education and Research
Foundation has had an outstanding
year connecting with industry in 2007.
We are thrilled to welcome five new
corporate sponsors to our growing 
circle of friends!A very big thank 
you to Allergan, NDO Surgical, 
Richard Wolf Medical Instruments,
Simbionix, and Tissue Science
Laboratories for understanding the
vital role the Foundation plays in 
minimally invasive surgery and 
supporting our mission!

N E W C O R P O R A T E S U P P O R T E R S



G R A N T AW A R D S

P R O J E C T G R A N T S
Global Initiative – Laparoscopy and
endoscopy have been a surgical option
in the U.S. and developed countries
since 1992. However, minimally inva-
sive surgery is rarely performed in devel-
oping nations because of the need for
specialized training and equipment.
SAGES and the SAGES Foundation 
created the Global Initiative to provide
patients all over the world, especially
those in developing countries, access 
to minimally invasive surgery and
enhanced medical care.

The Global Initiative differs from other
medical organizations’ programs in that
no direct medical care is provided. The
program educates and trains local
providers to perform minimally invasive
surgery themselves, following the old
adage “Give a man fish and feed him for
a day. Teach a man to fish and feed him
for a lifetime.”

The goal of the program is to train at
least two local surgeons per region in
one week to independently and safely
perform laparoscopic surgery. Two vol-
unteer surgeons from SAGES will travel
to the selected site and hospital, bring-
ing necessary surgical equipment and
supplies if it has not been shipped
already. For a duration of seven days,
the SAGES surgeons will supervise an
intensive training course that includes
lectures, videotapes, simulated surgery
practice, and one-on-one proctoring.
Trainees will complete five laparoscopic
surgeries as first assistant and another
five as primary surgeon, for a total of
ten practice surgeries.

It is expected that each trainee will 
perform 15 to 30 minimally invasive
operations during their first year and up
to 50 per year thereafter. A local data-
base will be instituted in the hospital to

track performance and complication
rates at each site for two years. SAGES
will provide follow-up training if needed.

The SAGES Foundation’s support of the
Global Initiative will help purchase
medical equipment and supplies, 
airfare and other travel costs for 
volunteer surgeons, shipping, phone/
fax, database installation, and storage 
of surgical equipment in the U.S.

Fundamentals of Endoscopic Surgery
(FES) – Continuing in the successful
footsteps of the Fundamentals of
Laparoscopic Surgery (FLS) program,
SAGES is developing the Fundamentals
of Endoscopic Surgery (FES) – a medical
education tool that trains surgical resi-
dents and surgeons how to perform
basic gastrointestinal endoscopy.

FES is designed to address the current
need for a standardized, comprehensive
curriculum in basic endoscopic surgery.
It also serves as an assessment tool that
documents both cognitive and technical
endoscopic skills. Overall, the program
will cover the physiology, fundamental
knowledge and technical skills required
in basic endoscopic surgery. The follow-
ing three components make up FES:

• An interactive web-based didactic
curriculum including videos, 
illustrations and narration

• A hands-on skills training compo-
nent featuring a simulator box and
deconstruction of technical skills
required in basic endoscopy

• An assessment component that will
document one’s cognitive knowledge
and technical and psychomotor skills

Currently, seven chapters of the text-
book for the didactic curriculum have
been written and are undergoing review.
Simbionix was selected as the collabo-
rating company to work with SAGES 
on developing a simulator box.

V I S I O N
The SAGES Foundation was created
with the vision of a healthcare
world in which all operative 
procedures are accomplished with
the least possible physical trauma
and discomfort, and with the 
greatest quality of care and safety
for the patient.

M I S S I O N S T A T E M E N T
The mission of the SAGES
Foundation is to advance 
endoscopic, laparoscopic, and
emerging minimal access surgical
methods and to maintain the 
highest possible quality of care by
supporting reproducible scientific
research, graduate and postgraduate
education, and public information.

The SAGES Foundation’s support of FES
will be applied toward research and
development costs, education consultant
fees, simulator box production costs, and
staff/administrative time and expenses.

R E S E A R C H G R A N T S
Project: “The Impact of Laparoscopic

Hepatic Resection on Tumors
Angiogenesis in Hepatocellular
Carcinoma”

Researcher: Swee H. The

Institution: Oregon Health and Science
University

Project: “Quantitative Modeling of
Surgical Motor Actions”

Researcher: Adam Meneghetti

Institution: University of British
Columbia



S U P P O R T I N G T H E S A G E S  F O U N D A T I O N

P H A N T O M E V E N T :
S U M M E R F L I N G
Many of our donors receive more
than a dozen invitations each year
(and for some, each month) to
attend the charitable event du jour.
After so many rubber chicken din-
ners, expensive golf tournaments,
and auctions for items you do not
need, attending a “feel-good”
fundraiser begins to not feel so
good anymore! Some would rather
pay not to attend, and thus, the
idea of a phantom event was born.

In July 2007, the first phantom
event, now known as the Summer
Fling, was “held” for those wanting
to support the SAGES Foundation
without having to take time out 
of their busy days to attend yet
another event. Invitations to the
phantom event included cocktail
umbrellas to encourage potential
“guests” to send in their ticket 
purchases, then sit back and relax
at home with a summer cocktail.
None of the event participants had
to worry about what to wear, getting
a baby sitter, or watching their
donation apply toward table 
decorations!

The SAGES Foundation found
many new supporters through 
the phantom event and wishes to
thank all who “attended” last year.
Planning for the 2nd Annual
Summer Fling is already under
way, and this year, the theme will
be “casino night.” Guests will be
invited to plan a relaxed game of
poker with family and friends…
or not! The SAGES Foundation
will even provide the first poker
chip to get you started. Tickets are
$75 each (poker chip included)
and $125 for each additional chip.
To register early and “reserve your
spot,” contact the Foundation
office at (310) 437-0544 x114 
or foundation@sages.org.

D U M P T H A T S T O C K !
The majority of donors who give to the SAGES Foundation make their contribu-
tions in cash. But did you know that gifts of stocks and bonds are also accepted?
Within the last two years, more and more donors have been contributing shares
of stock rather than cash – a handful even donating only in securities, such as
long-time donor, Dr. Gerald Marks! Is this an appropriate option for you?

When making gifts of securities, in addition to advancing research and education,
donors may also benefit by:

• Receiving a charitable deduction for the market value of the stock;
• Reducing their estate tax, and/or;
• Avoiding a capital gains tax as there is no sale of the stock.

So the next time you are thinking of selling your stocks or bonds, consider donat-
ing them instead. You might find that the future of minimally invasive surgery is
a better investment! For questions on how to make stock donations, contact the
office at (310) 437-0544 or foundation@sages.org.

A N N U A L AW A R D S L U N C H E O N
April 19, 2007 marked the inaugural presentation of the SAGES Foundation Awards
Luncheon. As the Foundation’s first annual event, a lot of trial and error was
expected. But thanks to some faithful sponsors and hundreds of dedicated SAGES
members, this first-time event was a resounding success! In addition to recogniz-
ing top leaders and rising young surgeons in the minimally invasive field, the Awards
Luncheon helped to raise more than $35,000 in research and education funds.

After such a wonderfully successful first year, requests were made to extend the
event, allowing guests to mingle and truly enjoy the event. As such, the 2008
Awards Luncheon will be held on Thursday, April 10, from 12:00 - 1:30 pm – 
a half hour longer than the previous year. With an expected attendance of 
more than 200 guests and sponsorship support from Adolor, Allergan, Karl 
Storz Endoscopy, Genzyme Biosurgery, W. L. Gore & Associates, Salix
Pharmaceuticals, Simbionix, and Stryker Endoscopy already, the event 
will present the following awards:

The SAGES Pioneer in Endoscopy Award – Gerald Marks, MD
The Distinguished Service Award – Barry Salky, MD
The Young Researcher Award – John Morton, MD
The Karl Storz / IRCAD Fellowship Award – Patricia Sylla, MD
The SAGES Education and Research Foundation Grant Awards
Industry Research Awards

To attend the event and show your support of the honorees and the SAGES
Foundation, tickets can be purchased online through the SAGES Annual Meeting
online registration. Each ticket is $125 each and tables of ten are available for $1,100.
On-site registration is limited by available seating, so please register in advance. To
purchase tables or tribute messages in honor of any of the honorees, please contact
the Foundation office at (310) 437-0544 x114 or foundation@sages.org. A portion of
your purchases is tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law. 
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Legacy Benefactor 
(Lifetime commitment 
of $1,000 or more)

Frederick L. Greene
Ormond N.M. Panton
Sung-Tao Ko

Diamond Patron 
($10,000 and above)

David & Tia Duppler
Thom E. Lobe
Gerald  Marks
C. Daniel Smith

Benefactor ($5,000 -
$9,999)

Kenneth A. Forde
Michael R. Marohn

Donor ($3,000 - $4,999)
Vic  Velanovich
L. Michael Brunt
Brian J. Dunkin
Nathaniel J. Soper
Robert D. Fanelli
Lee L. Swanstrom

Friend ($1,000 - $2,999)
Maurice E. Arregui
George  Berci
Ramon  Berguer
John M. Cosgrove
Shoichi  Hasuda
Michael D. Holzman
Kenric M. Murayama
Benjamin K. Poulose
David W. Rattner
Philip R. Schauer
Theodore R. Schrock
Steven D. Schwaitzberg
L. Lamar Snow
Thomas A. Stellato
Choichi  Sugawa
Stephen W. Unger
Natan  Zundel

Supporter ($500 - $999)
Keith N. Apelgren
Juliane  Bingener-Casey
Desmond H. Birkett
Eric Joel DeMaria
Hank C. Hill
Blair A. Jobe

Daniel Bougere Jones
Colleen I. Kennedy
Leena  Khaitan
W. Scott Melvin
John S. Minasi
Ninh Tuan Nguyen
Todd  Ponsky
Jeffrey L. Ponsky
Gretchen P. Purcell
Edwin Cesar Ramirez
William S. Richardson
Hamilton E. Russell Jr
Hadar  Spivak
Beth Howell Sutton
Gary C. Vitale
Eric Glenn Weiss

Contributor 
($250 - $499)

David Bryan Earle
David C. Brooks
Sharon L. Bachman
Bruce V. MacFadyen Jr
Uyen B. Chu
Mohammed M.H. Kalan
James G. Chandler
Rocco  Orlando III
A. Douglas Heymann
Pon  Satitpunwaycha
Barry A. Salky
Steven D. Wexner
Mark A. Talamini
Sean P. Barnett
Horacio J. Asbun
Tatsuo  Yamakawa
Frederick A. Luchette
Charles  Cheng
Richard D. Zlotnik
Jacques J. Perissat
Stephen P. Moenning
Michael J. Mastrangelo Jr
David W. McCray
Randy S. Haluck
Dimitrios A. Linos

Contributor 
($100 - $249)

Deborah L. Aaron
Clinton S. Beverly
Michael J. Clar
James R. Deline
Ernesto  Dy
Guru P. Ghanta

Jon C. Gould
Jeffrey M. Hardacre
Peter S. Hedberg
Young-Woo  Kim
Seon-Han  Kim
Jon A. King
Gary B. Korus
Jeet R. Mehta
Babak  Moeinolmolki
Shuichi  Ohashi
Sanjiv K. Patankar
Jaime  Ponce
David  Rynbrandt
Hans J. Schmidt
Felicien M. Steichen
Samuel  Szomstein
Kazuki  Ueda
Ichiro  Uyama

Contributor ($25 - $99)
Sultan F. Altemyatt
Alonso Antonio Alvarado

Alfrette
Ali A. Alzahrani
Estuardo J. Behrens
Miroslav Bekevac-Beslin
M. Srinivas Bhandarkar
Sunil  Bhoyrul
Fernando B. Bonanni Jr
Jerome L. Bray
Lee Roy  Britton
Steven T. Brower
Jo  Buyske
John K.Y. Chacko
Kuo-Hsin  Chen
Thomas G. Chiavetta
Youn Baik Choi
Cleo P. Coles Jr
John A. Coller
Radu  Constantine
Juan E. Contreras
Robbin  Cromer-Tyler
Ernest A. Cudjoe
Steven R. DeMeester
Thomas L. Dent
Michael B. Edye
C. Neal Ellis
Daniel C.S. Ellison
Jose E. Espinel
Timothy M. Farrell
Al  Felix
Dennis L. Fowler
Takao  Fujimoto

Michitaka  Fujiwara
Tetsu  Fukunaga
Daniel J. Gagne
John R. Garcia
Wayne Francis Gilbert
Guillermo A. Gomez
Surinder Pal Gupta
Ellen J. Hagopian
Ho-Seong  Han
David J. Harrell
Nancy J. Hogle
Karen D. Horvath
Matthew M. Hutter
Kimio  Isshi
Takashi  Iwata
Yosuke  Izumi
Brian P. Jacob
John J. Jasaitis
Thirumalairj  Jayakumar
Mark O. Jensen
Samir  Johna
Christopher W. Juergens
Raul T. Justiniano
Ravindra R. Kandula
Goro  Kaneda
Hideyuki  Kashiwagi
Jun-Gi  Kim
Tsalis G. Konstantinos
Karen J. Kopmann
Martin F.J. Kox
Rayford S. Kruger Jr
Gerald M. Larson
Narcizo  Leon
Alexander W. Lesko
Jeremy  Lipschitz
Guoli  Liu
Thomas M. Mahany
Wlodzimierz D. Majewski
Lawrence L. Manship
Peter W. Marcello
Jeffrey M. Marks
John H. Marks
Sumio  Matsumoto
Brent D. Matthews
James J. McGinty
Ross L. McMahon
Harry Steven Miller
Sivaprasad  Mullangi
Yugo  Nagai
Alexander G. Nagy
Naomi L. Nakao
Bradley J. Needleman
Juan J. Nogueras

Gerard S. O'Connor
Yasunaga  Okazaki
Raymond P. Onders
John T. Paige
Joseph B. Petelin
Jeffrey H. Peters
Dang-Tuan  Pham
Vivek N. Prachand
Trent D. Proehl
Nancy  Puzziferri
Russell L. Ramey
George T. Record
Ronald A. Rhodes
James L. Richards
Sergio  Roll
Raul J. Rosenthal
J. Michael Rothwell
Moshe  Rubin
Lawrence C. Rusin
Jose Afonso J.A. Sallet
Michael A.J. Sawyer
Bruce D. Schirmer
Wayne H. Schwesinger
Mitsugu  Sekimoto
Phillip P. Shadduck
Paresh C. Shah
John L. Shuss
Greg V. Stiegmann
Hiroyasu  Suga
Jan  Taams
Alfonso  Torquati
Yasunobu  Tsujinaka
Tehemton E. Udwadia
Surendra M. Ugale
Ajay K. Upadhyay
David R. Urbach
Sivmainthan  Vithiananthan
Carmine M. Volpe
Hwei-Ming  Wang
Kevin E. Wasco
R. Larry Whelan
Desmond C. Winter
Gary J. Wolf
Sherry M. Wren
Clifford S. Yaffe
Kazuhiko  Yoshida
Debbie F. Youngelman
Ekkery M. Zarrar

$100,000 or more 
Pon Satitpunwaycha

$25,000 - $50,000 
David W. Duppler
Gerald Marks
Jeffrey L. Ponsky

$10,000 - $24,999 
Desmond H. Birkett
Kenneth A. Forde
Frederick L. Greene
Sung-Tao Ko
Eli N. Lerner
Thom E. Lobe
Jeffrey M. Marks
Michael R. Marohn
Ormond N.M. Panton
Jeffrey H. Peters
Barry A. Salky
Bruce D. Schirmer
Daniel J. Scott
C. Daniel Smith

Greg V. Stiegmann
Lee L. Swanstrom
Steven D. Wexner

$5,000 - $9,999 
Craig A. Anderson
Harold R. Bailey
Robert L. Bailey Jr
George Berci
Joe A. Bowden
L. Michael Brunt
Thomas L. Dent
Daniel J. Deziel
C. Neal Ellis
Robert D. Fanelli
Dennis L. Fowler
Michel Gagner
Harry S. Himal
Nancy J. Hogle
Michael D. Holzman
John Hunter
Konstantinos M.

Konstantinidis
Demetrius E.M. Litwin

Bruce V. MacFadyen Jr
Adrian E. Park
Carlos A. Pellegrini
Joseph B. Petelin
Edward H. Phillips
Patrick R. Reardon
William O. Richards
Richard M. Satava
Theodore R. Schrock
Wayne H. Schwesinger
Nathaniel J. Soper
Steven C. Stain
Choichi Sugawa
Mark A. Talamini
L. William Traverso
Adele Vinton Traverso
Richard M. Vazquez
Kevin E. Wasco
Sherry M. Wren
Tonia M. Young-Fadok

$2,500 - $4,999 
Barbara Lynne Ackerman
Andrew J. Aldridge

Keith N. Apelgren
Jeffrey Andrew Barteau
John A. Coller
John M. Cosgrove
Brian J. Dunkin
Edward L. Felix
Morris E. Franklin Jr
B. Todd Heniford
Blair A. Jobe
William S. Laycock
Brent D. Matthews
W. Scott Melvin
Kenric M. Murayama
Adam Naaman
Bruce J. Ramshaw
David W. Rattner
Steven S. Rothenberg
Walter R. Ruf
Steven D. Schwaitzberg
Paul A. Severson
L. Lamar Snow
Robert M. Taylor
Vic Velanovich

R. Larry Whelan
Bruce M. Wolfe
Debbie F. Youngelman

$1,000 - $2,499 
Spencer E. Amory
Maurice E. Arregui
Horacio J. Asbun
Ramon Berguer
David C. Brooks
Jo Buyske
Mark P. Callery
Frank H. Chae
Craig G. Chang
Edward Gerald Chekan
Paul Thomas Cirangle
Peter F. Crookes
Daniel G. Davis
Daniel Thomas Dempsey
David Bryan Earle
David S. Edelman
Michael B. Edye
W. Stephen Eubanks
George S. Ferzli

C U M U L A T I V E G I V I N G

The number of people who give to the SAGES Foundation grows a little every year. In 2007, we were fortunate to not only have more
supporters, but also have long-time dedicated contributors give even more. The Foundation board thanks old friends for giving or 
pledging again and welcomes new friends to some exciting years ahead of us!

Giving levels reflect total donations given to the SAGES Foundation since the donors’ first gift. Each of the following individuals has
helped to move the Foundation closer to its financial goals and mission.



C U M U L A T I V E G I V I N G ( C O N T I N U E D )

Aaron S. Fink
Gerald M. Fried
Richard Lawrence Friedman
James W. Gieselmann
Shoichi Hasuda
W. Scott Helton
Daniel M. Herron
George W. Holcomb III
Karen D. Horvath
Raymond J. Joehl
Daniel Bougere Jones
Gregg H. Jossart
Young-Woo Kim
Alan T. Lefor
John H. Marks
Sumio Matsumoto
Corrigan L. McBride
Ross L. McMahon
Sidney F. Miller
Michael S. Nussbaum
Raymond P. Onders
Alfons Pomp
Benjamin K. Poulose
Raul J. Rosenthal
Philip R. Schauer
David E. Scheeres
Carol E. Scott-Conner
Lee E. Smith
Hadar Spivak
Thomas A. Stellato
Alfonso Torquati
Thadeus L. Trus
Yasunobu Tsujinaka
Stephen W. Unger
Gary C. Vitale
R. Matthew Walsh
Eric Glenn Weiss
Carl J. Westcott
Ihor A. Zakaluzny
Richard D. Zlotnik
Natan Zundel

$500 - $999 
Jeffrey W. Allen
Robert W. Bailey
Nancy N. Baxter
Fredrick J. Brody
John P. Corr Jr
Eric Joel DeMaria
Zoe K. Deol
Titus D. Duncan
Frederick C. Finelli
Paul Daniel Hansen
Steven J. Heneghan
Mark O. Jensen
Mohammed M.H. Kalan
Goro Kaneda
George B. Kazantsev
William E. Kelley Jr
Colleen I. Kennedy
Leena Khaitan
Gerald M. Larson
John D. Mellinger
Ninh Tuan Nguyen
Shuichi Ohashi
Rocco Orlando III
Mark A. Pleatman
Todd Ponsky
Aurora Dawn Pryor
Edwin Cesar Ramirez
William P. Reed
David M. Reed
William S. Richardson
Christopher M. Schlachta
Barbara S. Schwartzberg
Paresh C. Shah
Vafa Shayani
Kristine Ann Steensma
Dimitrios Stefanidis
Mark E. Stelzer
Mark E. Stoker
David R. Urbach
Guy R. Voeller
Pramod B. Wasudev
Sarkis Yeretsian

$250 - $499 
Albert K. Adu
John H. Armstrong
Sharon L. Bachman
Juliane Bingener-Casey
Jerome L. Bray
James G. Chandler
Uyen B. Chu
Michael J. Clar

Cleo P. Coles Jr
William S. Evans
Al Felix
George A. Fielding
Guru P. Ghanta
Jon C. Gould
A. Douglas Heymann
Hank C. Hill
Yiannis P. Ioannou
Raul T. Justiniano
Hideyuki Kashiwagi
Michael S. Kavic
Seon-Han Kim
Albert M. Kwan
Dimitrios A. Linos
Frederick A. Luchette
Jeet R. Mehta
John S. Minasi
Alexander G. Nagy
Santhat Nivatvongs
Gerard S. O’Connor
David A. Provost
Gretchen P. Purcell
Marshall I. Ravden
Hamilton E. Russell Jr
Hans J. Schmidt
Felicien M. Steichen
Beth Howell Sutton
Michael Torma
Tehemton E. Udwadia
Ajay K. Upadhyay
Ichiro Uyama
Tatsuo Yamakawa

$100 - $249 
Deborah L. Aaron
Sarkis G. Aghazarian
Abdulsalam Subhi Ahmed Al-

Taie
Sultan F. Altemyatt
Jose Fernando Alvarez Tostado

Fernandez
David R. Antonenko
Jacquelynn D. Arbuckle
Rodolfo Arcovedo
Ralph W. Aye
Hiroshi Azuma
Sanjivani C. Bakare
Sean P. Barnett
Miroslav Bekevac-Beslin
Clinton S. Beverly
Robin P. Blackstone
Steven Z. Brandeis
Thomas A. Broughan
Steven T. Brower
Ralph E. Butler
Joe Butler Jr
Kuo-Hsin Chen
Charles Cheng
Thomas G. Chiavetta
Eugene S. Cho
Juan E. Contreras
Raul Cutait
Robert Cywes
Chad J. Davis
Louis J. de Canniere
James R. Deline
Ian E. Depass
Richard Paul Derosa
Ernesto Dy
Timothy J. Eldridge
Daniel C.S. Ellison
Timothy M. Farrell
Liane S. Feldman
Adam S. Fierer
David M. Figg
Robert J. Fitzgibbons
William J. Foody
Lisa L. Fraga
Joseph H. Frankhouse
Reginald A. Frederick
Takao Fujimoto
Fumihiko Fujita
Michitaka Fujiwara
Terrence M. Fullum
Daniel J. Gagne
Jean-Pierre Gagne Jr
Julio Alberto Garcia Barco
Jacob Garzon
Pamela C. Gastwirt
Keith Steven Gersin
Anargyros C.H. Giaglaras
Wayne Francis Gilbert
John Gleysteen
Barry A. Goldsmith

Guillermo A. Gomez
Kamaran Goudarzi
Michael L. Green
John R. Gregory
Joseph E. Gregory
Jon M. Greif
Randy S. Haluck
Ho-Seong Han
Jeffrey M. Hardacre
Peter S. Hedberg
Masayuki Higashino
Kevin Hiler
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R E N E W Y O U R P L E D G E !
When you made your first pledge
to the Foundation, you wanted to
support the work and vision of
the SAGES Education & Research
Foundation. We hope your desire
to advance minimally invasive
surgery has not fizzled. Like every
good cause, the needs of the
Foundation continue. We are past
the halfway mark in our endow-
ment goal thanks to everyone
holding this report. We hope your
support will continue. Please
complete a new pledge form and
continue to meet the challenge.

G I V E T H E G I F T O F A N H O N O R A R I U M
As experts in their field, SAGES members are often asked to speak at conferences,
provide expert opinions on new medical products, write articles, or participate in
surveys and focus groups. The SAGES Foundation is proud and thankful for the
professional contributions made by these members and would like to especially
acknowledge those who have taken the extra charitable step of donating their 
honoraria to the organization. Thank you to Drs. Michael Holzman, Steven
Schwaitzberg, Lee Swanstrom, and one member who wishes to remain 
anonymous for thinking of the SAGES Foundation!

If you are interested in donating your honoraria to the SAGES Foundation, 
simply request the paying entity to send a donation to the Foundation in lieu 
of an honorarium and notify the Foundation office of your charitable intent.



I N D I V I D U A L P L E D G E S &
F U N D S R E C E I V E D

D O N A T I O N P R O G R A M R E P O R T

C O R P O R A T E P L E D G E S

As of Decmeber, 2007

Allergan $600,000

Applied Medical $120,000

Boston Scientific $150,000

Cook Surgical $25,000

Ethicon Endo-Surgery $1,000,000

Karl Storz Endoscopy $756,000

Lexion Medical $15,000

Microline Pentax $50,000

NDO Surgical $25,000

Olympus Corporation $250,000

Richard Wolf Medical Instruments $60,000

Simbionix $16,000

Stryker Endoscopy $250,000

Taut Medical Products $25,000

Tissue Science Laboratories $50,000

U.S. Surgical/Covidien $1,000,000

W.L. Gore & Associates $50,000

TOTAL CORPORATE PLEDGES $4,442,000

Total Individual Donations & Pledges to Date: $864,140

Funds From SAGES to Date: $746,939

Events $56,404

TOTAL PLEDGED AND DONATED TO DATE: $6,109,483

We are at 61% of our $10,000,000 goal.

SAGES FLS Grant $115,000
$66,000 (2003)
$34,000 (2004)
$15,000 (2006)

SAGES Research Grant $15,000 (2004)

Strategic Retreat $10,000 (2004)

SAGES Research Grants $30,000 (2005)

SAGES FES Seed Grant $20,000 (2005)

Outcomes Registry Update $20,000 (2005)

Robotics Guidelines/Consensus Conference $15,000 (2005)

SAGES Research Grants $15,000 (2006)

Outcomes Registry Update $20,000 (2007)

SAGES Research Grants $40,000 (2007)

SAGES FES Grant $37,500 (2007)

Global Initiative $40,000 (2007)

Development of Minimally Invasive $26,118 (2007)
Pediatric Surgery Trainers

SAGES FES Grant $40,000 (2007)

TOTAL FUNDED TO DATE: $441,118

P R O G R A M S F U N D E D



P L E D G E F O R M

DONOR  C AT E GO RY P L ED G E  O R  CON T R I BU T I ON BENE F I T S  O F  C AT E GO RY
Legacy Benefactor $1,000.00 or more per year until retirement • Acknowledgment of participation as a Legacy 

(This requires a 10 year commitment) Benefactor in Foundation Newsletter
• Acknowledgment on Foundation website
• Recognition in SAGES’ Mini-Scope e-newsletter
• Acknowledgment in Foundation Annual Report
• Complimentary tickets to select Foundation events
• Use of Donor’s Lounge at SAGES Meetings
• Legacy Benefactor pin

Diamond Patron $10,000.00 • Acknowledgment of participation as a Diamond 
Patron in Foundation Newsletter

• Acknowledgment on Foundation website
• Recognition in SAGES’ Mini-Scope e-newsletter 
• Acknowledgment in Foundation Annual Report
• Complimentary tickets to select Foundation events
• Use of Donor’s Lounge at SAGES Meetings 
• Diamond Patron Pin

Benefactor $5,000.00 • Acknowledgment of participation as a Benefactor 
in Foundation Newsletter

• Acknowledgment on Foundation website
• Recognition in SAGES’ Mini-Scope e-newsletter
• Acknowledgment in Foundation Annual Report 
• Use of Donor’s Lounge at SAGES Meetings 
• Benefactor Pin

Donor $ 3,000.00 • Acknowledgment of participation as a Donor in 
Foundation Newsletter

• Acknowledgment on Foundation website
• Recognition in SAGES’ Mini-Scope e-newsletter 
• Acknowledgment in Foundation Annual Report
• Use of Donor’s Lounge at SAGES Meetings 

Friend $1,000.00 • Acknowledgment of participation as a Friend in 
Foundation Newsletter

• Acknowledgment on Foundation website
• Acknowledgment in Foundation Annual Report
• Use of Donor’s Lounge at SAGES Meetings

Supporter $500.00 • Acknowledgment of participation as a Supporter 
in Foundation Newsletter

• Acknowledgment in Foundation Annual Report

Please accept my contribution/pledge to the SAGES Education and Research Foundation as follows:

LAST NAME: FIRST NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE/ZIP: COUNTRY:

PHONE: (include country and city code if outside the U.S.) FAX:                 E-MAIL:

I pledge a total of $________________at the___________________level in annual payments of $_____________(5 yrs. maximum). 

o Check enclosed for $____________  o Please charge my contribution or pledge payment in the amount of $_______________

o Please charge each subsequent pledge payment to the credit card listed below.

AMEX (add Vcode – 4 digit number in front of card) EXPIRATION DATE

VISA/MC (add Vcode – 3 digit number at back of card) EXPIRATION DATE

CARDHOLDER NAME SIGNATURE DATE

YOU MAY ALSO FAX YOUR GIFT TO (310) 437-0585 OR DONATE ONLINE AT WWW.SAGESFOUNDATION.ORG
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